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THE NEW NORMAL AT PHA
When COVID-19 struck, it changed life 

as we know it. My hope is that you and your 
loved ones are safe and well.

 The Philadelphia Housing Authority is 
aware of the challenges that many of you 
are facing right now. Those individuals 
who have experienced a recent financial 
hardship, such as the loss of a job or decrease 
in hours or pay, are encouraged to apply for 
a Hardship Waiver of their rent. The waiver 
can provide temporary relief and it takes 
effect the date your hardship began, not the 
date you apply.

 It is important to notify us of your 
situation as soon as possible, however. Public 
housing residents can write PublicHousing.
Answers@pha.phila.gov. They can file a 
Hardship Waiver request at a secure site 
office mailbox, or drop off the request at 
PHA headquarters at 2013 Ridge Ave.

 Housing Choice (Section 8) clients can 
write clientservices@pha.phila.gov. They 
can also drop off their requests at 2013 
Ridge Ave. or by contacting the HCV Call 
Center at 215-684-3860.

 To protect the health and well-being 
of our community, PHA has taken an 
unprecedented step by extending its 
eviction moratorium until March 15, 2021. 
To qualify for this protection, however, you 
have to contact us and work with us on a 
repayment plan.

 If we look out for one another, we will get 
through this safely.

 When the pandemic began, PHA changed 
its operating procedures to ensure the health 
and safety of our communities.

 Until we find a vaccine to stop this disease, 
all of us remain at risk and must continue to 

follow the proper sanitizing, cleaning and 
safety practices.

 For the near future, most PHA staff will 
be working from home. A limited number 
of employees are working in our field offices 
and at our main office. They are practicing 
social distancing, wearing face masks and 
following the safety protocols. 

 The “new normal” requires that we 
protect each other by employing the Centers 
for Disease Control and Prevention’s 
recommended practices: Wear a face mask 
when you are around other people. Cover 
your mouth and nose when you cough or 
sneeze. Wash your hands often or use hand 
sanitizer. Practice social distancing when in 
public. Clean and disinfect surfaces as much 
as possible.

 In closing, I would like to share some 
welcomed news with you and the City.

HUD recently awarded PHA a $30 million 
Choice Neighborhoods Initiative grant for 
the Sharswood Transformation Plan. This 
is the type of economic development that 
will combat adversity and revive the City’s 
economy.

 My thoughts are with all of you. Please 
continue to show each other respect and 
kindness in these difficult times.

 I truly believe PHA will come through 
this stronger and better able to support its 
employees and the people It is privileged to 
serve.

Kelvin A. Jeremiah 
President & CEO
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2 VIEWS FROM THE PRESIDENT & CEO

I am a Black man, a Black son, 
and the father of Black children. 
As my daughter watched our 
country burn from coast to 
coast, she sent me a message, 
“Daddy, I keep seeing so much 
police brutality. I am worried 
about you and [her brother]. The 
thought of anything happening 
to you makes me sad. I don’t 

know why the world is so unfair. I just hope you and [her brother] are 
forever safe and no harm ever comes your way.”

The fear and sadness in my daughter’s message left me in tears, 
uncertain how to respond because I could not assure her that no harm 
will come our way, even when we are mindful to do things “right.” What 
can I tell my children in this moment of turmoil and destruction when 
they see every day that their lives aren’t valued, because they are Black 
in America, but now they are also seeing historic and unprecedented 
protests in the U.S. and across the world, joined by all races, against 
systemic racial injustice.

There is a growing and potentially transformative acknowledgment 
that Black people are not just being killed at the hands of whites, they are 
being murdered by systemic racism and oppression that have devalued 
Black lives for centuries — and these have to be eradicated.

I wake up every day in service to others because, as an American 
immigrant, I believe in giving back to the country that has given me so 
much — where a Black boy born in poverty could grow up to lead the 
fourth largest public housing authority in the United States.

Today I write because I am in pain, dismayed and angered by the 
killing of George Floyd and before him Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Arbery 
and many others — which deaths have exposed the unhealed wounds of 

social injustice and racial oppression in this country.
The murder of George Floyd — like the many others before him — 

shook me to my core because I see him in me, my brothers and uncles. 
The wrenching videotape of that murder unmasked and shamed every 
American. A long history of systemic racism, injustice and violence 
against Black people in this country has not always been captured in such 
arresting images that cry out for attention but has been just as horrifying.

American values are deeply entrenched in me — those of life, liberty 
and pursuit of happiness, which require that my bothers and sister are first 
given the freedom to live — to breathe — the basic freedom that is given to 
us by God. We cannot go back to the old “normal,” we are better than that, 
our children deserve better, and our society is acknowledging that we need 
to come together to respect our common decency and worth.

The COVID-19 pandemic exposed the social and economic disparities 
in America. People of color have been hit the hardest, often deemed 
“essential” front-line workers, more economically vulnerable, and also 
more susceptible to the ravages of the disease due to decades of health 
and social inequities.

In the midst of this came social awareness of the casual killings of 
Blacks that have been part of our accepted social fabric for way too long. 
Massive peaceful protests blanketed the nation, while many were scared 
about anger in the protests (apart from looters and violent rioters without 
moral convictions).

But, in the words of the words of Martin Luther King Jr., there is a point 
where anger is justified and a protest/riot is the voice of the unheard: “It 
is not enough for me to stand before you tonight and condemn riots. It 
would be morally irresponsible for me to do that without, at the same 
time, condemning the contingent, intolerable conditions that exist in our 
society … a riot is the language of the unheard. And what is it America 
has failed to hear? It has failed to hear that the plight of the negro poor 
has worsened over the last 12 or 15 years. It has failed to hear that the 

promises of freedom and justice have not been met. And it has failed 
to hear that large segments of white society are more concerned about 
tranquility and the status quo than about justice and humanity.”

Despite the trauma of the legacy of racism and injustice, there is 
hope in all this turmoil and uncertainty and we have an opportunity to 
forge a different and better way forward. It requires an open, honest and 
extended discourse about the role of race in America, which privileges 
whites at the expense of everyone “other,” and committing to work toward 
our common humanity and mutual respect. I have been asked, what can 
be done? I offer these thoughts to start:

Commit and affirm to promoting unbiased and anti-racist laws and 
practices, across every institution, to ensure diversity, equity and inclusion.

Re-imagine the role of law enforcement and policing — recognize that 
in communities of color, police are seen as an occupying force, not always 
on the side of justice.

Reevaluate public budgets to redirect funding to anti-poverty efforts, 
affordable housing, education and economic opportunity and to 
addressing the root causes of crime and inequality.

Commit to participatory democracy by empowering every segment of 
our community and listening to the pain and anger that has been on display 
for centuries, especially by the marginalized and underrepresented.

Always stand up for what is right, not only when it is politically 
expedient.

There remains a lot more work to be done to make America more 
perfect, and to eliminate the cancer of racism and inequality. It is why I 
remain committed to affordable housing and working each day to provide 
our residents with opportunities for social and economic mobility.

But, to my daughter and all the Black children who are trying to make 
sense of our world today, please know that your life is a gift to the world, 
you are loved and valued, and our best hope for a brighter future lies with 
you. As my great grandmother often said, “better must come.”

The Philadelphia Housing Authority (PHA) stands ready to work with 
local neighborhoods as the real estate landscape shifts and the economy 
recovers from COVID-19. It is essential, however, to first define that role 
and understand what PHA does, has done and can do.

As the largest landlord in Philadelphia, serving over 80,000 people, 
PHA is directed to provide safe, decent affordable housing for the city’s 
low-income residents.

A legislatively created Commonwealth agency, PHA receives over 
95 percent of its funding from the federal government, which regulates 
and monitors its actions. It is the City of Philadelphia – not PHA – that 
receives federal funds for providing transitional and homeless housing.

Recently, a protest encampment in Sharswood has given new urgency 
to issues of homelessness and affordable housing and stirred confusion 
regarding PHA’s mission.

In our conversations with public officials and encampment leaders, 
everyone agrees that there is a significant need for affordable housing in 
Philadelphia and that demand is likely to grow.

Protest leaders have suggested that PHA bypass the 40,000 low-income 
Philadelphians now on PHA’s waitlist and direct the housing slated for 
them to those living in the encampments.

Activists have taken it upon themselves to move families they select into 
vacant PHA properties — whether habitable or not — a plan that allows 
those they select to skip the waiting list, and bypass federal requirements.

Shifting the order of names on a waitlist is not a solution but rather an 
unjust, unethical, and illegal act.

 If the goal is to accommodate more of the deserving families in this city, 
then we need to find additional funding and public and private partners 
willing to expand and refurbish the affordable housing stock.

Ultimately, PHA’s actions are restrained by budget limitations, which is 
why the waitlist for housing has been closed for years while the backlog 
is addressed.

The quickest path forward is to intensify the focus on legislative action. 
Elected officials at every level must be persuaded that affordable housing 
is a community priority. And residents who have not yet done so must fill 
out the 2020 Census form, which helps to determine representation in 
Congress and distribution of federal funds.

PHA, through its 2020 annual contribution contracts with the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD), which sets 
funding, expects to bring 650 new, low- income affordable units to 
Philadelphia in the near future.

Since the current PHA administration began in 2013, it has invested over 
$74 million to rehab and reoccupy long-term vacant and blighted housing 
and has built seven award- winning affordable housing developments. 
Additionally, PHA has worked with more than 20 partners to build over 
2,500 units of affordable housing, with much more in the works.

Beyond where people live, PHA cares how they live. It has worked to 

develop a mutually respectful synergy with its residents, actively listening 
to them and to those in the community. In concert with these stakeholders, 
PHA is providing job training, healthcare, educational opportunities, 
scholarships, and ways to move up and onward in life.

Knowing that so many of our communities are disproportionately 
ravaged by poverty, gun violence and health care issues that result from racial 
discrimination and neighborhood disinvestments, PHA and its engaged 
resident-leadership work together with an intentional focus on equity and 
social justice that is reflected in community aspirations and initiatives.

 Neighborhood leaders in Sharswood are counting on PHA to move 
forward with plans for a $52 million shopping center on the encampment 
site. It will have a grocery store, bank, urgent care and 100 affordable 
housing units.

Any further delay in making these improvements risks undermining 
the Sharswood community’s trust in the process and ignoring the will of 
PHA’s resident leaders.

Allowing individuals to use protest to rise to the top of a waitlist for 
permanent housing does not expand existing affordable housing options 
nor is it fair.

This strategy simply delays efforts to expand low-income housing and 
disregards the expressed needs of a community that has waited for far too 
long and deserves a better way of life.

Beyond our pain, better must come

Why moving people into vacant PHA homes isn’t a 
solution to Philly’s housing crisis
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PHA is mourning the loss of Nellie 
Reynolds, a champion of hope who 
devoted herself for more than 50 years 
to advancing justice and improving the 
quality of life for Philadelphia’s public 
housing residents. Ms. Reynolds, age 96, 
passed away on August 23rd.

“Ms. Reynolds was like a second mother 
to me,” said Kelvin A. Jeremiah, President 
and CEO of the Philadelphia Housing 
Authority. “I am grateful for her wisdom 
and her sage counsel. She reminded 
everyone, including me, that they are here 
to make a difference.  She was a voice for 
the unheard and marginalized, when she 
successfully advocated that public housing 
residents be given a voice in HUD-assisted 
programs and policies.”

Jeremiah added that Reynolds’ impact 
was phenomenal, inspirational, and 
lasting.

In 1968, Reynolds engaged in actions 
that led to the establishment of what is 
now the Resident Advisory Board (RAB), 
which became the first tenant council in 
the country. Today, there are hundreds 
of such organizations, giving residents a 
strong voice on governance issues related 
to low-income housing developments. 
Ms. Reynolds was the second and longest 
serving resident of the RAB.

Additionally, she fought other key 
battles, including one that led to the 
construction of Whitman Park at 2nd 
Street and Oregon Avenue, now situated 
in a formerly all-white section of South 
Philadelphia. That development would 
become an historic symbol in the city’s 
struggle for racial integration and justice.

A resident of Johnson Homes since she 
was a youngster, Reynolds was appointed 
as Commissioner to the PHA Board in 
1984. There she pushed to advance tenant 
rights and provided them with a voice in 
governance.

 Commissioner Reynolds served as 
a PHA Commissioner for 26 years and 
as Vice Chairman of the Board from 
1990 until 2010, when the entire PHA 
board resigned. Ms. Reynolds was then 
appointed Resident Liaison by HUD, a 
position she held until her death until 
PHA returned to local control in 2013. 

“I’ve always looked up to her for 
her willingness to stand up for what is 
right for our community. She was my 
mentor and I’m personally committed 
to do my part to carry the torch,” said 

Lynette Brown-Sow, Chair of the PHA 
Board of Commissioners. “We relied on 
former Commissioner Reynolds for her 
experience and for the insights gained 
through the years as a resident leader. My 
heartfelt condolences go out to her family.”

Indeed, it was Ms. Reynolds who 
suggested that the PHA Police Department 
recruit public housing residents or 
former residents to the force, and her 
suggestion became reality in August 
2013. Resident officers are an important 
part of a community-policing model that 
ensures greater communication and better 
relations with the residents, the city, and 
the broader community.

For many years, Ms. Reynolds had been 
a trustee on the Community Legal Services 
Board and a member of the Welfare Rights 
Organization. Commissioner Reynolds 
also served on the board of the Housing 
Association of the Delaware Valley and as 
a Emeritus member on the Urban Affairs 
Coalition’s board. 

She worked on behalf of the homeless 
and served as a member of the National 
Tenant Organization and was a member 
of Zion Baptist Church. Former 
Commissioner Reynolds also served on 
the Democratic Election Committee for 
50 years for the 32nd Ward, where she was 
chairwoman.

 “She was always there for me, 
encouraging me to persevere when things 
got tough, as she had been there,” Jeremiah 
said. “Her motivation and wisdom were 
that we are here to make a difference and 
to fight for our good goals, regardless of 
critics or obstacles, but to clearly see and 
stay the course.

Jeremiah also stated that while her loss 
is overwhelming, so were her abiding 
contributions; calling her a gentle giant 
whose size didn’t match her stature, a 
phenomenal woman who should be 
emulated.

“Nellie Reynolds has had a remarkable 
life and impact on residents,” Jeremiah 
said. “I’d like to honor her and her legacy 
by naming the Philly SEEDs Scholarship 
in her name, as a lasting tribute to her, and 
provide every recipient with a biography 
of her as part of the scholarship award.”

Commissioner Reynolds once said she 
wanted to be known as a caring mother 
and a person who fought to get doors 
open for PHA residents, and it’s clear that 
she did.

PHA Mourns A Champion of Hope: Nellie Reynold
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Stability, Health of Residents Are Prime Concerns
 In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, and to ensure continued 
housing stability for its residents, PHA has implemented an 
eviction moratorium until March 15, 2021.  
The housing authority wants to assure its 80,000 low-income 
residents, who have been disproportionately impacted by the 
virus, that their housing will not be a cause for concern during 
this period of health and economic uncertainty.
“Pennsylvania Gov. Tom Wolf extended the moratorium to the 
end of August, while Congress and the Trump Administration 
debate another extension.  I wanted to take bold action in this 
regard, to maintain housing stability for our residents,” said PHA 

President and CEO Kelvin A. Jeremiah.
“The decision by PHA to extend the moratorium on evictions 
is compassionate, humane, and thoughtful at a time when the 
economy is depressed and many of our residents have lost their 
jobs and seen their incomes drastically reduced,” said Asia Coney, 
president of the Resident Advisory Board (RAB). 
Jeremiah noted the moratorium has special conditions:
•	The moratorium will apply only to matters involving the 

nonpayment of rent and related fees;

•	 It does not apply to eviction actions related to health and safety;

•	The moratorium does not treat nonpayment of rent and fees 
during this period as forgiven;  

•	 Individuals are still responsible for any rent or money owed 
under the terms of the lease agreement;

Residents who can pay their rent are strongly encouraged to do so 
in accordance with the terms of the lease agreement;
And residents who are unable to pay or who face a financial 
hardship should immediately apply for a PHA Hardship Waiver or 
request to enter into a payment plan.
Jeremiah said PHA has an important role to play in containing the 
virus and promoting health and wellbeing during the economic 
recovery. It has provided more than 22,000 free masks to residents 
and free meals throughout this health crisis.

PHA Extends Eviction Moratorium Into 2021

PHA is monitoring the rapidly evolving COVID-19 pandemic in order 
to handle the impact to our organization, to ensure the safety of our 
residents, employees, and the public. 
PHA has implemented the following operational decisions in keeping 
with the changes announced by the City of Philadelphia, and guidance 
provided by the federal, state, and local entities, including the CDC, 
and local health departments:
FOR PUBLIC HOUSING RESIDENTS
Evictions
Evictions for rent are now postponed until 3/15/2021. Rent remains 
due as normal, and all residents are still required to pay rent. PHA will 
postpone all court appointments where residents have failed to pay 
rent. 
Hardship Rent Abatement
Residents who have experienced a financial hardship, such as the loss 
of a job or decrease in hours or pay, are encouraged to apply for a 
Hardship Waiver of their rent that will be made retroactive from the 
date of the hardship event.  
For the Hardship Rent Abatements, residents can request them via 
email at  PublicHousing.Answers@pha.phila.gov  or through the PHA 
web site by following this path (Housing>Public Housing>Interim 
Recertifications).
Rental Payments
All rent payments are to be dropped off at secure site office mailbox. 
Rent receipts will be mailed to you once payment is received and 
processed and such payment will also be reflected in your rent 
statement.
Residents can now pay their rent through the PHA Web Site (www.
pha.phila.gov) and clicking the banner that reads “Pay Rent - Public 
Housing Customer Service Portal.”
Late Rent Payment Fee Waiver
Late fees are suspended until September.
Recertifications
Effective immediately, all recertification and interim recertification 
appointments will no longer be conducted in-person. Recertification 
appointment letters will include the recertification packet that 
residents will be required to complete, sign, and return with the 

required income and verification documents for their household.
Residents can mail or drop of their completed recertification packets 
at the secure mailbox at their respective management offices. PHA 
Property Managers will follow-up with residents via telephone if any 
additional items are needed.
An e-mail address (PublicHousing.Answers@pha.phila.gov) was 
established for residents who have questions while offices are closed. 
Supervisory staff has access to this e-mail to provide responses.
INFORMATION FOR HOUSING CHOICE VOUCHER (HCV) 
CLIENTS 
For the safety of our residents and partners, the Housing Choice 
Voucher (HCV) office located at 2013 Ridge Ave, Philadelphia PA 
19121 remain CLOSED to the general public for walk-ins but will 
provide appointment only customer service.   However, HCV will 
continue to provide the services listed below:
Contact HCV 
HCV Clients may utilize the following to make requests including 
appointments, submit documents or to contact your PHA 
representative: 
1. Email  clientservices@pha.phila.gov 
2. Call the PHA Call Center at (215) 684-4300
3. Visit our Self-Service area and Drop Box in the 
 2013 Ridge Ave Lobby
Interims due to Job loss or Wage reduction
HCV clients who have experienced the loss of a job or decrease in 
hours or pay, are encouraged to apply for an interim recertification 
that will be made retroactive from the date of the income loss. A 
couple of options are available to request an interim or hardship due to 
loss of income: 
1. Visit the PHA website and request an Interim or Hardship at  
www.pha.phila.gov/housing
2. Call the PHA Call Center at 215-684-4300 
Recertifications
All HCV recertifications will be conducted by mail or online 
only, until further notice.  PHA will mail recertification notices to 
participants who now have two options to complete their required 
recertification: 

1. HCV clients can now complete HCV program recertifications 
 online using PHA’s Recertification Portal at pha.myhousing.com 
2. HCV Clients can also complete and mail their recertification 
 packet in the self-addressed stamped envelope included in their 
 packets to: 
 PHA, 2013 Ridge Avenue, Philadelphia, PA 19121 
HQS Inspections
Starting Monday August 10, 2020, HCV began inspecting tenant 
occupied units again for regularly scheduled biennial (every two years) 
inspections.  Tenants with questions can contact the HCV Inspections 
Department via email at HCVinspections@pha.phila.gov or by phone 
at (215) 684-3860 to schedule, reschedule or request an inspection.   
Transfer Vouchers 
Transfer vouchers issued between January 1, 2020 to March 31, 2020 
will expire on Monday August 31, 2020.   If a RFTA is not submitted 
by August 31, 2020, the transfer voucher will be cancelled, and a new 
Transfer Request form must be submitted to HCV for review.  
Leasing 
HCV continues to process RFTA’s and Vouchers submitted for new 
properties.  Owners must submit    completed tenant RFTA’s through 
PHA’s Owner Portal at https://pha.hcvportal.org.  Owners can upload 
the RFTA in the Moves section of the Portal and go to Upload My 
RFTA. 
Once approved for occupancy including an HQS inspection and rent 
determination, the Lease and HAP Contract is sent to owners and 
property managers via the Owner Portal for execution and signature 
with the prospective tenant.  
 Owners 
HAP Payments to HCV tenant’s owners and property managers are 
expected to be    
issued as normal.  
Owners can view all the information they need to manage their 
HCV properties through the PHA’s Owner Portal at https://pha.
hcvportal.org  24 hours a day 7 days a week including detailed HAP 
payment records by tenant, status and schedule of inspections and re-
inspections and schedule of upcoming tenant re-certifications.  

Critical Information for Residents During 
the Health Emergency
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HOUSING NEWS

Six Philadelphia Housing Authority 
sites that serve as meal distribution 
centers in response to the COVID-19 
coronavirus have received new 
beautifully-designed signs and decals 
to help promote social distancing, 
hand washing, and use of masks.

This spring, Mural Arts Philadelphia 
created an innovative program 
throughout Philadelphia to ensure 
that folks coming to get life-sustaining 
meals can do so in a safe manner, using 
visually appealing and eye-catching 
vinyl ground decals called “Space 
Pads.” The Philadelphia Department 
of Public Health provided funding 
to bring the Space Pads to meal 
distribution sites at six PHA locations, 
along with posters and other materials 
as part of a campaign to bring beauty 
and public health messaging together. 

“Social distancing is critical to the 
health of all people during this health 

emergency. It is especially important 
to exercise precautionary measures, 
including social distancing, to limit 
the spread of this virus. We’re most 
grateful to Mural Arts and PDPH 
for including some of PHA’s larger 
developments in this program,” said 
PHA President and CEO Kelvin A. 
Jeremiah. 

“Art is a critical lifeline and a 
powerful tool as we collectively 
renavigate public space together,” 
said Jane Golden, Executive Director 
of Mural Arts Philadelphia. “We are 
grateful for the partnership of the 
Department of Public Health and the 
Philadelphia Housing Authority, and 
we are thrilled to utilize these Space 
Pads to help make food distribution 
sites safe while keeping the talented 
artists who design them employed.”

Health Commissioner Dr. Thomas 
Farley said, “The best thing that 

Philadelphians can do to help beat 
COVID-19 is to stay apart. We 
recognize that most people are not 
used to standing so far away from 
each other, so anything that we can do 
to help remind folks to keep to keep 
their distance is welcomed.”

Mural Arts installed 20 pads at 
each site; 10 inside and 10 outside 
at six community centers including 
Abbottsford Homes, Bartram Village, 
John F. Street Center, Raymond 
Rosen, Westpark Apartments, and 
Wilson Park. 

The arts organization targeted high 
foot traffic locations in North, West/
Southwest, and South Philadelphia 
that serve predominantly African 
American, Latinx, and/or immigrant 
customers/clients for this signage 
project. Funding from PDPH will 
allow installation at approximately 80 
more locations.

MURAL ARTS & CITY HEALTH 
DEVELOP “SPACE PADS” FOR PHA SITES  

PANDEMIC

PHA’s Resident Programs and 
Partnerships (RPP) department met the 
challenge brought on by the closure of 
schools and the school lunch program 
during the health emergency.

The Summer Food Service Program 
offered meals to kids ages 3 to 18 through 
August 28th.

The program distributed an estimated 
25,000 grab and go meals at 13 PHA sites, 
serving children from the neighborhood as 
well as those in public housing.

The agency partnered with CBS Kosher 
Foods to offer the Summer Food program 
this year, greatly reducing the agency’s 
costs.

Prior to the start of Summer Food, RPP 
had distributed over 71,000 meals thru 
early June at six community centers. It had 
also partnered with Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) and the Philadelphia 
Corporation for Aging (PCA) to deliver 
meals to families and seniors.

PHA and Partners Step Up to Feed Families DIGITAL RENT PAYMENT
NOW AVAILABLE 

PHA has launched a convenient
way to pay your rent online!

The new Public Housing Customer Service Portal makes it 
easy to pay your rent by Credit Card, Debit Card or e-Check. 
You can also review your account history, family composition, 
and enter service order requests all in one place!

Access the new portal in a few simple steps: 

• Visit www.pha.phila.gov 
• Click:
 Public Housing Customer Service Portal
• Register for a new account and get started!

*Please note that there is a 1.25% processing fee per transaction for
Credit and Debit Cards. There is no additional fee for an E-Check.
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NORRIS RESIDENT ON HER 
WAY TO NURSING CAREER

22 year old Kenesha Moss has her focus on a career in 
nursing. This bright, energetic, and polite young woman 
works two jobs to make ends meet and attend school at 
Community College of Philadelphia (CCP). 

“I knew I wanted to pursue a career in nursing when I 
was 16 years old and I was working at a hospital at the time,” 
she said.

Kenesha said her mother never went to college, but 
wanted her kids to have a better education than she did.

“I want nursing to be a career because I love to help and 
every time my mom or sister gets sick I would take care of 
them,” she told the Experience.

In order to pay for community college, Ms. Moss works 
at both Sav A Lot and CVS. At Save A Lot, she’s a cashier 
and also stocks the bakery. At CVS, she’s a customer service 
representative, manages self checkout, rings customers 
out, stocks the shelves, put overstock away, takes down sale 

signs, and puts new sale signs up.
Under the Choice Neighborhood Initiative, Kenesha 

receives assistance paying for transportation and books. 
Kenesha’s favorite subject at CCP is math because she 

has always loved it and the material seems to come easy to 
her. Her most challenging subject was history because the 
focus of the course was different from other history classes 
she had taken before. And when you’re working two jobs, 
staying awake is a challenge, too. Once she finishes at CCP, 
Kenesha intends to attend Temple University to complete 
her work and become a Registered Nurse (RN).

“I feel like it would have been impossible for me to pursue 
my dream without PHA because I would have to pay (my 
costs) out of pocket,” she said. “PHA has been a blessing and 
they have been really supportive and always there to give 
me advice and encouragement.”

Temple Donation Advances Norris Afterschool Program
Temple University has given the 

award-winning Norris Apartments 
afterschool program a huge boost 
during the height of the coronavirus 
pandemic. The University and 
the Lenfest North Philadelphia 
Workforce Initiative have donated 
52 computers; 40 laptops and 12 
recycled computers. The donation 
occurred after Governor Wolf 
announced that Pennsylvania 
schools would be closed for the rest 
of the school year.

 Donna Richardson, president 
of the Norris Apartments Resident 
Council, said the donation helps 
residents get access to services 
they wouldn’t otherwise have. 
It will help adults as they apply 
for unemployment, find medical 
services, and in some cases become 
computer literate. The same 
connection allows parents to monitor 
their children’s schoolwork.

 “In order to keep up with 
the children, the parents have to 

understand what the children are 
doing,” she said.

 The computer donation is also 
a springboard to the future as the 
program produces art performances, 
cooking classes, and healthy eating 
classes online.

 “We still want the personal 
contact inside when it goes back to 
normal,” Richardson noted. “But it’ll 
also give us access that when we are 
back, we can check online and see if 
the kids are doing the programs.”

 Shirley Moy, the executive 
director of the Lenfest North 
Philadelphia Workforce Initiative, 
hopes that people will use these 
computers to develop digital literacy 
skills. People who don’t have access 
to computers in their home to learn 
digital skills are at a disadvantage, 
she noted. 

 “Even without a pandemic, I 
think most jobs require some level of 
computer literacy,” Moy said. “Giving 
them a computer this time where if 

you’re staying at home, it gives you 
something to work on in terms of 
taking some free online classes to 
build your digital skill.”

 “We do have a large population 
of socioeconomic challenged 
community members who do not 
have a computer and do not have 
internet access,” said Jonathan Latko, 
director of the Computer Recycling 
Center. “I feel if we don’t figure out 
a way on the quick to get people 
connected it will have a tremendous 
long-term effect on people’s health, 
people’s education, and ultimately, 
funding related to census data.”

 The Computer Recycling Center 
will follow up with families about 
internet connections. 

 Richardson gave a shout to 
PHA laborers who picked up the 
computers and related equipment 
at Temple, which shut down for the 
semester, and brought it to the Norris 
Community Center for pick up.
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PHA’s Housing Choice Voucher Program 
has received a significant boost in two 
categories during the height of the Corona 
virus pandemic. 

HUD has awarded the authority 52 new 
Mainstream Vouchers to assist nonelderly 
people with disabilities. The award raises 
the total number of these vouchers to 345, 
an increase of 18%, with a value of over $3.1 
million. The fourth wave of CARES Act 
funding approved by Congress makes these 
new subsidies possible.

HUD has also awarded PHA 75 new 
vouchers to help the agency expand the 
fight against homelessness. These Family 
Unification Program vouchers have 
historically gone toward the reunification 
of parents and kids. However, the agency 
can now also use these vouchers to address 
youth homelessness in the city to provide 
stable housing for young adults ages 18-24. 
The new vouchers by themselves are valued 
at over $824,000. PHA now has a total of 400 
vouchers for the Family Unification Program.

RESIDENTS

More Housing Opportunities 
for Homeless and Disabled

In the midst of the COVID-19 
pandemic, PHA received some great news, 
as HUD awarded a $30 million Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative implementation 
grant for the Sharswood Transformation 
Plan.

The money will help PHA leverage more 
financing as the authority rebuilds and 
reinvigorates the Sharswood/Blumberg 
neighborhood.

Of the $30 million, $21 million will go 
toward development of affordable housing 
units. Four million will fund neighborhood 
improvements such as place making and 
public art along Ridge Avenue, the shopping 
center just north of PHA headquarters, 
and rehabilitation of housing for non-PHA 

residents to help them stay in the community 
for years to come.

Another $4 million will pay for services 
and programs for community residents, such 
as case management for returning residents 
and new or expanded programs to help them.

PHA has completed 234 units in the 
neighborhood with tax credit funding, its 
own money, and other sources. The agency 
was awarded a planning grant through the 
Choice Neighborhoods Initiative several 
years ago.

Many new units and the new street are 
complete in the community.  If you haven’t 
seen them, drive by to see the revitalization - 
it is definitely a sign of hope.

PHA Wins Another 
Transformation Grant
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Eighty former PHA renters became 
homeowners in 2019, thanks to PHA’s 
Homeownership Opportunities 
Program. The total sales figure marks an 
all-time record for the agency and brings 
to 428 the total number of homes sold 
during the tenure of PHA President and 
CEO Kelvin A. Jeremiah. 

“We have steadily increased the 
number of subsidized families who are 
ready to become homebuyers,” Jeremiah 
said. “There are plenty of affordable 
neighborhoods in Philadelphia, even in 
the wake of renewed investment in some 
parts of the city, and our residents are 
taking advantage of those opportunities 
aided by low interest rates.”

The Center, which is operating 
virtually during the current health 
emergency, assisted 3 residents to become 
homeowners in the month of March 
during the shutdown and currently has 
2 more settlements for April scheduled.

Of the 80 new homeowners, 35 were 

public housing residents while 45 were 
Housing Choice Voucher program 
participants.  These individuals and 
families have accomplished one of their 
major personal and self-sufficiency 
goals.  With financial literacy and 
homeownership trainings provided by 
PHA and its partners, these families 
have learned important skills that will 
not only be applied to their new financial 
journey, but also will be passed onto 
their own personal family members and 
friends.

“It’s a dream come true.  I always 
wanted a house.  I’ve been blessed,” said 
Michael Engro, 57, a quadriplegic who 
now lives in his own home one block 
from Juniata Park.  

Engro believes that he’s blazing a path 
for other persons with disabilities.  

Diane Henderson, 63, who retired 
after working as a security guard at the 
Municipal Services Building, never 
owned a home before.  Henderson said, 

she wanted to leave something for her 
children.  Henderson purchased a home 
in Northeast Philadelphia.  

“I love the neighborhood.  It’s a big 
change from where I lived before. It’s 
a big change in atmosphere and the 
people,” she said. 

Every new homeowner went through 
PHA’s homeownership readiness process, 
where they saved $2,000 through new 
budgeting skills, and completed credit 
counseling to obtain at least a 620 middle 
credit score. They also received one-
on-one housing counseling and a pre-
approval letter from a lender or bank.  

PHA’s Homeownership Opportunities 
Department is located in the Workforce 
Center at PHA’s Vaux Community 
Building (2300 W Master Street) in 
Sharswood. The department hosts 
quarterly workshops where hundreds 
of PHA residents attend, learn about 
the program and start the process for 
homeownership.

PHA’s partnerships with two 
private nonprofit groups in the 
Family Self-Sufficiency Program 
(FSS) are paying dividends. 

“Since PHA began partnering 
almost two years ago with Compass 
Working Capital and Clarifi, 
participation in the FSS program has 
increased. Residents who take part 
in the program have seen greatly 
improved financial outlooks,” said 
PHA President and CEO Kelvin 
Jeremiah. ”

Through last October, 661 
residents were enrolled in the 
program, an increase of almost 70 
percent. Participants in the program 
have seen their credit scores increase 
an average of 61 points. They have 
also experienced a decrease in debt 
collection by an average of just over 
$1,900. They have an average escrow 

savings balance of over $4,700. When 
an FSS family’s income increases so 
does their rent but, a portion of their 
increased rent goes into these escrow 
accounts.

During the ongoing health 
emergency shutdown, Clarifi 
enrolled 75 new residents as 
participants into the FSS program 
through its virtual operation.

Compass Working Capital is an 
innovative nonprofit organization 
that provides financial services to 
families with low income, helping 
them to build savings and the 
financial capacity to get out of 
poverty. Clarifi offers financial 
counseling to help people improve 
their credit, reduce debt, and avoid 
foreclosure. PHA sought out private 
partners for the FSS program 
because dwindling federal funding 

threatened its existence.
“We are thrilled to be able to work 

with PHA and Clarifi to expand the 
FSS program to many more families 
in Philadelphia. With the ambitious 
enrollment and outcomes goals we 
have set together, PHA is setting a 
national standard for a high-impact 
FSS program,” said Markita Morris-
Louis, Chief Strategy Officer for 
Compass Working Capital.

Indeed, the U-S Department of 
Housing and Urban Development 
has awarded PHA $370,000 in 
renewed funding, a 2.7% increase 
over 2019. FSS enables participating 
families to find jobs, increase 
earned income, reduce or eliminate 
the need for assistance, and make 
progress toward achieving economic 
independence and housing self-
sufficiency.

Record Number of 
PHA Residents Became 
Homeowners

Partnership Produces Results at FSS Program

PHA began partnering almost two years ago with Compass Working Capital and Clarifi, two 
private nonprofit groups to operate its Family Self-Sufficiency (FSS) program. Shown here, a 
representative of Clarifi offers financial counseling to a PHA resident to help him improve his 
credit, reduce debt, and avoid foreclosure.

Michael Engro, a quadriplegic, now lives in his own home one block from Juniata Park thanks to PHA’s 
Homeownership Program.



9RESIDENT LIVING

Partnership Produces Results at FSS Program President’s Circle Nurtures Future Leaders

The PHA’s President’s Circle is a team of middle and high school students who are actively working to find solutions to present 
day problems, and advocating in their community and surrounding communities. Shown here at a recent meeting with PHA 
President and CEO Kelvin Jeremiah are (l-r) Nadeja White, Kimora Ford, Daionnah White, Imanie Tisdale, Hafeezah Abdullah, 
Cache Lewis, Brazil Johnson, and Resident Programs and Partnerships Manager of Youth Programs, Oddess Blocker.

PHA’s Resident Programs and Partnerships 
(RPP) Department has begun an initiative to 
develop strong, young community advocates and 
assist them on whatever career path they choose. 
The PHA’s President’s Circle is a team of middle 
and high school students, ages 12-18, who are 
active PHA residents. 

 “Youth are powerful agents of change and 
by actively working together to find solutions to 
present day problems, and advocating in their 
community and surrounding communities, 
they can help create a better future,” said PHA 
President and CEO Kelvin Jeremiah. “Young 
peoples’ talents and abilities must be nurtured and 
reinforced as they become mature and influential 
adult leaders who can build new opportunities for 
new generations.”

 Students meet weekly with RPP’s Manager 
of Youth Programs, Oddess Blocker, after school 
to discuss topics related to building a better 
community. They meet with Mr. Jeremiah every 
six weeks.

 The President’s Circle has five goals:
•	Provide	opportunities	for	youth	to	serve	their	

community as advocates for positive change
•	Educate	young	people	on	the	important	role	

of citizens in a diverse, democratic society
•	Engage	 youth	 in	 the	 process	 of	 negotiation	

and compromise
•	Facilitate	 youth	 development	 of	 exemplary	

leadership skills and moral character
•	Encourage	youth	to	consider	careers	in	public	

service
Ten students are taking part in this new 

program. Each participant partners with a PHA 
senior staff member and that manager mentors 
and develops them for future leadership roles. 
Each one was assigned based on their particular 
interest in public service and in a department that 
makes the best fit.

The students work closely with RPP and PHA 
Senior staff to integrate a “youth voice” in the 
design and policy-making strategies by the agency, 
with the primary focus on youth programming.  
They learn to become spokespersons, training 
assistants, and focus group facilitators who 
advocate on behalf of PHA.

77 PHA Residents Awarded Philly SEEDs Scholarships
PhillySEEDS, Inc., a PHA subsidiary, has 

honored 77 PHA residents seeking higher 
education with a record setting $291,000 in 
scholarships.  

The scholarships, given to both graduating 
high school seniors and students already in 
college, were noted during the PHA Board of 
Commissioners virtual meeting.

Of the 77 college students receiving 
scholarships:
•	45	with	GPAs	between	3.30	and	4.00	received	$5,000.
•	17	with	GPAs	between	3.00	and	3.29	received	$3,000.
•	15	with	GPAs	between	2.50	and	2.99	received	$1,000.
In 2019, PhillySEEDS awarded 70 scholars 

totaling $258,000 in Scholarship dollars.
“We’re thrilled to recognize the incredible 

work being done by PHA residents to put 
themselves on a path to social and economic 
mobility. Education is a game changer. PHA 
stands by them on their journeys,” said PHA 
President & CEO Kelvin A. Jeremiah.  

The scholarship recipients represent PHA 
developments around the City, as well as the 
Housing Choice Voucher Program (also known 
as Section 8).
•	 41 out of the 77 awardees are First time 

PhillySEEDS Awardees
•	 19 out of the 77 awardees just graduated 

high school and are entering into their first 
semester of college/university

•	 46 awardees are Housing Choice Voucher 
Residents

•	 31 awardees are living in Public Housing/
PAPMC sites

A total of almost $1.9 million has now been 
awarded to 490 residents since this program 
began in 2013.  Money for the scholarships 
comes from PHA’s operating budget and funds 
donated by program supporters and vendors.

The 2020 PhillySEEDS Scholarship Review 
Committee members received a total of 103 
PhillySEEDS scholarship applications. The 
committee composed of PHA employees, student 
residents, and a resident leader reviewed those 
applications. They included essays, community 
service, extracurricular activities, internships, 
recommendation letters, and academic 
transcripts were considered by the committee. 

Scholarship applications for next year will be 
made available in spring 2021. 

PhillySEEDS, Inc. is an award-winning, 501(c) 
(3), charitable, non-profit corporation founded 
by PHA to promote the social and economic 
advancement of PHA-assisted residents through 
philanthropic activities, community-based 
partnerships, and special initiatives.   

PhillySEEDS Scholarship Awardees
Kamisha Ali-Mitchell
Nadara  Bacon
Shasta Bady
Anisah Barber-McNish
Chikayla Barriner
Shekhinah Bathyehudah-Davis
China Bell
Jasmine Bennett
Nijah Broady-Lewis
Amir Brown
Tasia Bryant-Jordan
Jasmine Butler
Kahlida Cephas
Karen Coleman
Denise Collins
Yusef Collins-Bryant
Deresha Cooper
Cinnaya Demby
Leah Devereax
Angela Durant
Kenaizha Ezell
Alaysia Frager
Ashira Frager
Aaliyah Galloway
Cortny Gossett
Nya Griffin

Jhalil Griffin
Michael  Hall, Jr
Adayah Hankey
I’meree Harris
Kearah Henry
Yuzza Henderson
Amirra Jenkins
Keaira Johnson
Dezerae Jones
Rayana Keel
Diamond Maxwell
Christine Mathis
Antesravia Mebane
Erica  Mitchell
Jevon Mitchell
Nahseem  Moody
Tawanda Moore
Akello Mosby
Nasiim Moses
Yu’nique Palmer
Latasha Pearson
Nadera Robinson
Giovanne Rodriguez
Jiovanna Rodriguez
Armanii Sanchez-Hite
Taianna Sanders

Taibria Sanders
Keanu Saulsberry
Quadir Saunders
Clifton Savage
Crystal Savage
Kayla Savage
Ajahle Scarlett
A’lasia Scott
Trinity Stephens
NorVetta Steward
Faheem Sultan
Donna Surratt
Caren Teague
Ronae Thomas
Monai Thompson
Amber  Toussett
Briyah West
Brianna Westcott
Jordan Williams
Sierra Williams
Khyonna Williams
Miracle Williamson
Khamyra Wilson
Sabreia Wilson
Shynice Youmans
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 PHA received wonderful news in late April 
when the U-S Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) awarded the agency 
a $30 million Choice Neighborhoods Initiative 
implementation grant for the Sharswood 
Transformation Plan. 

“I would like to thank HUD Secretary Dr. Ben 
Carson, Senator Bob Casey, Senator Pat Toomey, 
Congressman Dwight Evans, Mayor Jim Kenney, 
Council President Clarke, all of our partners and the 
Sharswood/Blumberg community for their support 
during this process,” said PHA President and CEO 
Kelvin A. Jeremiah. 

“The $30 million grant will leverage well over $200 
million of investment,” he added. This essentially 
guarantees the work that started nearly 4 years ago 
will be completed, with the full support of our federal, 
state and local partners. I also want to specifically 
thank the Sharswood/Blumberg community that 
has been patiently waiting for the transformation. 
Thanks to the grant, their wait is over!”

PHA has already completed 151 units in the 
neighborhood with tax credit funding, its own 
money, and other sources. Construction of 83 
modular units is partially complete under the 
Sharswood Transformation Plan which calls for a 
total of 1,200 units, plus the redevelopment of the 
Ridge Avenue commercial corridor.

“I want to thank HUD and all of our partners for 
choosing Philadelphia and investing in Sharswood,” 
said Mayor Jim Kenney. “In light of the pandemic 
and the economic challenges we’re sure to face in the 
months ahead, providing more affordable housing 
will be more critical than ever. We must build and 
preserve homes, amenities, and services for those in 
need, and make certain that diverse communities and 
low-income residents benefit from neighborhood 
development.” 

“In the middle of this pandemic, HUD’s 
announcement is the type of good news we all need 
at this time,” said Council President Clarke, “This 
$30 million will leverage another $211 million to 
build hundreds of units of affordable housing and 
accelerate the construction of retail sites that will 
bring needed jobs and goods to North Philadelphia.”

Of the $30 million, $21 million would go toward 
development of affordable housing units. $4 million 
would go toward neighborhood improvements such 
as place making and public art along Ridge Avenue, 
the shopping center just north of PHA headquarters, 
and rehabilitation of housing for non PHA residents 
to help them stay in the community for years to 
come. Another $4 million would fund services and 
programs for community residents, such as case 
management for returning residents and new or 
expanded programs to help them.

 The latest phase of the North Central 
Choice Neighborhoods adjacent to the 
SEPTA Regional Rail station that serves 
Temple University has begun and has 
continued even in the wake of the health 
emergency. Ground was formally broken on 
a bright, sunny day in mid-January by PHA 
and its private development partner, the 
Jonathan Rose Companies.

 “This is a memorable, red-letter day in 
the redevelopment of the North Central 
neighborhood,” said PHA President and 
CEO Kelvin A. Jeremiah. “When PHA first 
began the renewal of this community with 
the City, we promised to replace all existing 
rental units with residents having the right 
to return. Norris Phase V is the final piece of 
the pie in the replacement of the old rental 
units. We have kept our promise.”

 Private partners are a crucial part of 
PHA’s Choice Neighborhoods Initiatives. 
Neighborhoods of choice have both public 
and private investment toward housing and 
services.

 Norris Phase V complements 

ongoing private housing and commercial 
development in the neighborhood, 
maintaining the presence of affordable 
housing. The development will hold 133 
newly constructed mixed-income rental 
units and 2,200 square feet of retail space.

Amenities at Norris Phase V include 
a social service office, community room, 
fitness center, bike, storage and package 
rooms, computer center, community garden, 
public green space and outdoor terrace with 
activity areas.

The $120 million development area is 
located at the intersection of North 10th 
and West Berks streets next to the Temple 
University SEPTA regional rail station. It 
replaces the low-rise development at the 
same location that dated back to late 1959 
and early 1960 which had become obsolete.

 PHA guaranteed the right to return to 
all those displaced by the demolition of the 
original Norris Homes, and resident leaders 
say that almost all the families are moving 
back to the community, with some already 
occupying apartments in previous phases.

A $30 million Choice Neighborhoods Initiative grant by HUD to PHA ensures the completion of the Sharswood 
Transformation Plan. 

Norris Phase V complements ongoing private housing and commercial development in the neighborhood. 

Sharswood Renewal Receives Major Boost with $30 M Grant

Construction Progressing for Norris Phase V
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OCTOBER 2019
Resolution 12066 – adopted the 
comprehensive Annual Financial 
Report of the Philadelphia Housing 
Authority for the Fiscal Year ending 
March 31, 2019.

Resolution 12067 – approved 
amendments to the Admissions and 
Continued Occupancy Policies for 
public housing and the Administra-
tive  Plan applicable to the Housing 
Choice Voucher Program, as 
presented on the Summary Sheet 
attached to the resolution. 

Resolution 12068 – approved 
Amendment #2 to the Moving-
to-Work of the Rental Assistance 
Demonstration Program, which 
includes Queen Lane, Queen Row, 
and Norris LP. 

Resolution 12069 - authorized PHA 
to contract with Trades for a Differ-
ence for entry level job construction 
program services, in a total amount 
not to exceed four hundred fourteen 
thousand nine hundred ninety dol-
lars ($414,990.00). 

Resolution 12070 – authorized 
PHA to submit applications or 
amendment requests for the disposi-
tion of up to sixty-one (61) proper-
ties to the U.S. Department of Hous-
ing and Urban Development, to be 
transferred to the Philadelphia Land 
Bank for nominal consideration, in 
order to create affordable housing 
and other community amenities. 

SEPTEMBER 2019
Resolution 12072 – approved 
the Fiscal Year 2021 Moving To 
Work Annual Plan for submis-
sion  to  HUD,  which  includes  
Rental  Assistance  Demonstration   
Significant Amendments for four (4) 
developments, including one  (1)  
transfer  of  assistance  site.  

Resolution 12073 – allowed PHA 
to negotiate and finalize any and 
all documents necessary for PHA or 
its wholly-owned affiliate to acquire 
the 99.99% limited partnership 
interest in Cambridge Plaza II, 
L.P., the Tax Credit Partnership of 
Cambridge Plaza Phase II, with the 
other .01% already being held by 
Cambridge Plaza II HOC, a wholly-
owned affiliate of PHA. 

Resolution 12074 – authorized 
PHA to apply to HUD for disposi-
tion approval for one property in 
order to create supportive service 
and classroom space and admin-

istrative offices for Community For-
giveness and Restoration, a 501(c)
(3) non-profit organization. 

Resolution 12075 – authorized  
PHA  to  contract  with Sovereign   
Security  and  lngage  Security  
LLC  for   uniformed  armed  and  
unarmed  security services,  in a to-
tal  amount  not to  exceed  twelve  
million three  hundred twelve  
thousand  four hundred  fifty-four  
dollars  ($12,312,454.00).   

DECEMBER 2019
Resolution 12072 – approved the 
Fiscal Year 2021 Moving To Work 
Annual Plan for submission to HUD, 
which includes Rental Assistance 
Demonstration Significant Amend-
ments for four (4) developments, 
including one (1) transfer of as-
sistance site. 

Resolution 12073 – allows PHA to 
negotiate and finalize any and all 
documents necessary for PHA or its 
wholly-owned affiliate to acquire the 
99.99% limited partnership interest 
in Cambridge Plaza II, L.P., the Tax 
Credit Partnership of Cambridge 
Plaza Phase II, with the other .01% 
already being held by Cambridge 
Plaza II HOC, a wholly-owned affili-
ate of PHA. 

Resolution 12074 – authorized 
PHA to apply to HUD for disposition 
approval for one property in order 
to create supportive service and 
classroom space and administrative 
offices for Community Forgiveness 
and Restoration, a 501(c)(3) non-
profit organization.

Resolution 12075 – authorized PHA 
to contract with Sovereign Security 
and lngage Security LLC for uni-
formed armed and unarmed security 
services, in a total amount not to 
exceed twelve million three hundred 
twelve thousand four hundred fifty-
four dollars ($12,312,454.00). 

Resolution 12076 – authorized 
PHA to contract with Ballard Spahr, 
LLP for non-litigation legal services, 
with the total aggregate amount to 
be expended under this solicita-
tion number, including the three (3) 
previous awardees, not to exceed ten 
million dollars ($10,000,000.00). 

Resolution 12077 – authorized PHA 
to contract with Oliver Fire Protection 
and Security for fire protection sys-
tem services in a total amount not to 
exceed six hundred seventy thousand 
dollars ($670,000.00). 

Resolution 12078 – authorized PHA 
to contract with Duane Morris LLP to 
provide legal services for the Phila-
delphia Housing Authority Pension 
Board in an amount not to exceed 
three hundred thousand dollars 
($300,000.00). 

Resolution 12079 – authorized 
PHA to contract with Perryman 
Shoemaker for the Harrison Plaza 
Construction Services in a total 
amount not to exceed thirty-four 
million eight hundred eighty-one 
thousand seven hundred twenty-nine 
dollars ($34,881,729.00).

FEBRUARY 2020
Resolution 12080 – approved re-ap-
pointment of Chenora Burkett to the 
Audit Committee, whose two-year 
term began upon her appointment 
on February 15, 2018.  

Resolution 12081 – authorized PHA 
to execute insurance contracts based 
on insurance quotations procured by 
Conner Strong & Buckelew under its 
existing contract with PHA. 

Resolution 12082 – authorized PHA 
to negotiate, finalize, and submit 
various documents to HUD for ap-
proval, in order to provide operating 
subsid to four (4) new public housing 
developments: 1) St. Rita’s Place 
(46 units); 2) Project HOME 1301 
N. 81 (40 units); 3) Mamie Nichols 
Townhomes (33 units); and 4) Inglis 
Methodist Gardens (47 units).

Resolution 12083 – authorized a 
one-year extension for PHA to con-
tinue the authorization granted since 
201O to enter into various contracts 
under state and federal cooperative 
purchasing agreements and other 
programs, as well as the quarterly 
Board reporting requirement. The 
authorization is for contract terms 
not to exceed five (5) years, f or 
a total not-to-exceed aggregate 
amount of twenty-two million dollars 
($22,000,000.00).
 
Resolution 12084 – authorized the 
adoption of PHA’s Fiscal Year 2021 
Comprehensive Operating and 
Capital Budgets, which has projected 
both revenues and expenditures 
at four hundred seventy million 
one hundred five thousand nine 
hundred fifty-two dollars ($470, 
105,952.00), for a balanced budget

BOARD RESOLUTION UPDATES

2020

The PHA Board meeting will take place at 3 p.m. on September 17, 

2020, as previously published, however it will be a virtual meeting. 

Participation procedures are currently altered due to the COVID-19 

pandemic and information on how to participate in the meeting or 

comment can be found at: www.pha.phila.gov

BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING
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Respond to the 
2020 Census today!
The 2020 Census has started, and it’s your 
chance to shape the future for yourself, your 
family, and your community. Information 
collected in the census informs how billions 
of dollars in federal funding are distributed to 
states and communities each year. 

You can respond online, by phone, or by mail. 
Regardless of how you choose to respond, your 
information will be kept confidential. 

Visit 2020CENSUS.GOV to respond to the 
census today.

2020CENSUS.GOV
D-HP-GP-EN-457

SAVE THE
CHILDREN BY

SECURING
YOUR GUN

CS 317176-B    05/27/2020

Please wear a cloth face covering.

cdc.gov/coronavirus

Maintain a distance of 6 feet 
whenever possible.

6 ft


