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PHILADELPHIA HOUSING AUTHORITY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS MEETING MINUTES 
Thursday, May 17, 2018, 3 p.m., at 1800 S. 32nd St., Philadelphia, PA 19145 

 
The Annual Meeting of the Philadelphia Housing Authority (“PHA”) Board of Commissioners was brought to 
order at approximately 3:10 p.m. by the Chair, Lynette Brown-Sow. In addition to the Chair, Commissioners 
Callahan, Purnell, and Wise were in attendance in person, as well as President & CEO Kelvin A. Jeremiah 
(“CEO Jeremiah”) and General Counsel, Laurence M. Redican. Vice-Chair Wetzel participated by 
telephone,  
 
The Chair began the meeting by asking for a moment of silence in preparation for the work to be done, then 
announced that this was the Annual Meeting and an executive session had taken place just prior to the 
meeting, for the purpose of discussing litigation and matters confidential by law.  
 
CEO Jeremiah reviewed the Board meeting procedure for public comment and made the following 
announcements: 1) PHA received a 9% Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) award from the 
Pennsylvania Housing Finance Agency for the redevelopment of Norris Apartments, which will 
generate approximately $12 million toward the total cost of the redevelopment; 2) PHA is updating its 
waitlist for public housing; 3) June 14, 2018, PhillySEEDS will host The Sky’s the Limit Friend-raiser at 
Vaux Big Picture High School, to increase visibility for the 5-year old non-profit that supports PHA 
residents; and 4) significant progress is being made on PHA’s new headquarters at Ridge Ave. 
 
The Resident being highlighted this month is Jessica Trapp, who completed PHA’s Phlebotomy 
program and is now working for Barc Development Services as an Assistant Home Manager providing 
direct care services for special needs patients. She was not able to attend the meeting, but was 
congratulated on her achievements. 
 
The Employee of the Month award was presented to Jaclyn Helverson, for her diligent and exceptional 
assistance in the Finance office. She received a certificate, a check, and a round of applause. 
 
The Chair then noted that Vice-Chair Wetzel was participating by phone and that a letter of resignation 
had been received from Commissioner Eiding. 
 
The Chair inquired whether there were any corrections or amendments to the minutes of the Board Meeting 
of April 19, 2018. Hearing none, the minutes were accepted as submitted. 
 
Ten resolutions were presented and unanimously approved. 
 
Resolution 11992, attached in Appendix 1, was presented by Andrea Bowman, Corporate Secretary, 
pursuant to the election schedule in the amended By-Laws, for approval of the election of Lynette 
Brown-Sow as Chair of the Board, Herbert Wetzel as Vice-Chair and the following Board-appointed 
officers: Laurence Redican as Secretary, Andrea Bowman as Assistant Secretary, Celeste Fields as 
Treasurer, and Nnena Ukwa as Assistant Treasurer. Commissioner Purnell, as a member of the Policy 
and Planning Committee that reviewed the resolution, moved for its approval. After the motion was 


































